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9000 South 86th Avenue, Hickory Hills, IL  60457 

708-599-1221   reled@stpatriciaparish.com 

 
Saint Patricia Religious Education 

Parent Agreement 
 
As a member of the Saint Patricia Catholic Community it is essential that par-
ents work together with the parish, the Religious Education program and at 
school, to help each other raise and educate the children of the community as 
Catholics.  Parents are being asked to demonstrate their commitment to this edu-
cation through regular weekend participation at Mass. 
 
Your home is your domestic church and parents are the first and foremost cate-
chists of their children.  They catechize informally but powerfully by example and 
instruction.  We recognize that our actions and behaviors speak volumes to our 
children and that they learn from us not by indoctrination but by demonstration. 
 
We ask that you read and become familiar with the Religious Education handbook 
and the agreement below. It is expected that EVERY Catholic sending their child 
to Saint Patricia Religious Education program will commit to the following: 
 
Agreement Statements: 
 

 The family promises to attend regular weekly parish worship with their family 

 If your family is a regular attendee at another parish, you must inform 

the DRE or Pastor of the Church your family attends - all registered families  
must be a parishioner of a Roman Catholic Church.   Not being a registered 
parishioner will delay a child’s registration into the program. 
We understand that at times families travel, attend other churches on weekends 
for a variety of reasons.  Some must work on Sundays and holidays, get sick or 
have legitimate reasons for missing some masses at St. Patricia. 
 
Closing 
 
Together we strive to help each other and especially our children to learn about 

and to practice our faith.  When we only attend classes and do not attend mass or 

practice our beliefs through our daily interactions with others, then the message of 

our faith is incomplete. Your support and participation will help us become a 

stronger Christian Community. 

 
By signing your Registration for the school year, you have agreed to abide 

by this Handbook and the Parent Agreement. 

Saint Patricia Religious Education 
St. Patricia Parish Mission Statement 

 
We the people of Saint Patricia are a Catholic family of faith 

guided by the Holy Spirit and called by the love of Jesus.   
We proclaim the Gospel and through the  

example of St. Patricia ,  
give witness through prayer and worship,  

our school and our religious formation programs  
and service to others by fostering 

 justice, peace, solidarity and a sense of  
hospitality in our parish  

so that all may feel welcomed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

St. Patricia Religious Education 

Mission Statement  
 

We, Catechists, of Saint Patricia Parish, in response to 
God’s unconditional love and call, commit ourselves 

to share His Divine Word through 
prayer, worship, instruction of Faith, Sacramental Preparation, 

Spiritual formation, and personal witness. 
With enlightenment and guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and nourished by the Eucharist, we strive to touch the 
hearts of all who desire a personal, intimate relationship 

with the Triune God of Love and Compassion. 
 

St. Patricia Religious Education Program is operated under the auspices of the 
Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole, in the Archdiocese of Chicago 

 
St. Patricia Religious Education Program admits students of any sex race, color, or 
national and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs and activities generally 

made available to students in this religious education program. 

 

 

 

1 



 SUMMER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION 

 
Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 9:00 am —1:00 pm 
 
Tuesday Class Sessions 
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4  6:15 pm—7:45 pm 
Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 6:00 pm—7:35 pm 
Early Childhood 6:15 pm—7:15 pm 
 

St. Patricia General Information 
 
Parish website   www.stpatriciaparish.com 
Parish Rectory   708-598-5222 
Rev. Marc Pasciak   Pastor 
Rev. Gerald Mulcahy  Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Frank Burek   Associate Pastor 
Rev. Peter Paurazas  Resident 
 
Religious Education Staff        9000 South 86

th
 Avenue 

             708-599-1221 
                      www.reled@stpatriciaparish.com
     
Mrs. Lynn LeTourneau  Director  X25 
Mrs. Mary Ann Lonero  Office Personnel X26 
Mrs. Christine Swiderski  Office Personnel X26 
 
School    708-598-8200 
Mr. Tom Clausing   Principal  X21  
Dolores Balauskas   Secretary  X22  
 
Prayer 
 
All of our sessions begin with a community prayer or incorporates 
a liturgical experience in our church.  Prayer experiences and li-
turgical experiences and liturgical celebrations are vital, integral 
parts of a student’s faith formation in St. Patricia’s Religious Edu-
cation Program.  Parents are always welcome to join in these ex-
periences. 
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Students registering for Fall sports must show con-
sistent class attendance from the previous year.  (No 
more than three absences per semester (six {6} the ac-
ademic year)   

 
3. Religious Education Priority  

As a Catholic Community, Religious Education is one of 
the primary missions of our parish.  Because consistent 
catechesis is our preeminent goal, No religious education 
student may participate in a regularly scheduled game of a 
team sponsored by the St. Patricia Athletic Association 
during Scheduled class days and times.  Failure to adhere 

to this policy will result in the student being 
dropped from the team roster. 
No exceptions will be made for regular season 
games.  Exceptions may be made for playoff 
games at the discretion of the DRE pending a 
written request form the coach involved with the 
team entering the competition.  The Director will 
take into consideration the student’s attend-
ance, effort and Christian behavior in class. 

 
4 Christian Conduct 

Sport participants and their family are Christ’s witnesses to 
the world.  Therefore, good sportsmanship and exemplary 
conduct are required for both the participants and family.  
ANYONE RUINING THE GOOD NAME OF ST. PATRICIA 
PARISH OR DAMAGING ITS REPUTATION THROUGH 
INAPPROPRIATE  BEHAVIOR ON THE PLAYING FIELD 
OR IN THE STANDS WILL BE DROPPED FROM ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

Amendment 
 
Statements in this handbook are subject to amendment with or 
without notice.  The Religious Education program will attempt to 
keep you informed of all changes as soon as practical, however, 
some changes might be made immediately due to unforeseen 
circumstance 
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St. Patricia Parish Athletics 
 

Sports Program Eligibility 
 

All Families in good standing who are active mem-
bers of St. Patricia and who are enrolled in the St. 
Patricia Religious Education Program are eligible 
to participate in the various programs offered by 
the St. Patricia Athletic Association.  Active mem-
bers are defined as families registered with Saint 
Patricia Parish and attend regular weekly Mass  
Families failing to meet this requirement will be 
suspended for one year from participation in the 

St. Patricia Athletic Association.  Students of these families would 
NOT be eligible to participate in sports throughout the FOLLOW-
ING school year’s season.   It is parent responsibility to make sure 
expectations are met before signing their child up for any St. Patri-
cia Sport.  All Sport rosters are given to the Director for approval. 
 
Policies that will be strictly followed: 
 
1. Financial Obligations 

Before participating in any sports team sponsored by St. 
Patricia, all Religious Education financial obligations must 
be kept current.   

 
2. Class Attendance 

All students must have a consistent class attend-
ance in order to remain eligible to compete on a 
sports team.  A student will be placed on proba-
tion after the second (2nd) absence.  A third ab-
sence will result in sports ineligibility.  The stu-
dent’s ineligibility will last to the remainder of the 
semester.  Reinstatement for sports eligibility may 
take place after a formal meeting is made with the 
student, parent or guardian, Pastor and the DRE 

General Expectations 
 

“The family is, so to speak, the domestic Church.   
In it parents should, by their word and example, be the first 

preachers of the faith to their children”   
(Vatican II The Church #11) 

 
It is expected that each family become actively involved in St. Pa-
tricia’s Religious Education Program and Parish in order to model 
a living, conscious and active Christian faith and to reinforce the 
values and attitudes for living that faith.  The family and their chil-
dren also agree to act in accordance with these values and atti-
tudes.  Failure of a family to act in a truly Christian manner or co-
operate fully with St. Patricia parish may lead to the removal or 
non-registration of the family attending the religious education pro-
gram. 
 
Parents of children in all grades are encouraged to support the ef-
forts of the Religious Education program in the following ways: 
 

 Show interest each week in what is happening in class by ask-
ing questions and reviewing any handouts 

 Help your child be conscientious about the homework assign-
ments given to them 

 Attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days and receive the Sacra-
ments frequently 

Actively participate as a volunteer by helping out in the classroom, 
in the parking lot or school building during sessions, or assist dur-
ing special events. 
 
Communications 
 
Information regarding the Religious Education Program frequently 
appears in the Parish Bulletin, announcements through e-mail, 
phone calls,  the pulpit, notices sent home with your child, special 
mailings, and in an emergency, through the public schools.  It is 
the parent’s responsibility to watch for communication sent home 
and to keep information current. If any questions should arise, 
please call the Religious Education Program to avoid incorrect in-
formation.  
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Custodial Issues 
 
If parents are divorced or separated, St. Patricia Religious Ed-
ucation office programs presumes that both parents have ac-
cess to the children unless one parent can provide evidence 
that he or she has the sole right.  If there are other custody 
arrangements, a copy of this agreement must be filed in the 
Religious Education office. 
 
 
 

Tuition 
 
Tuition may be paid in installments.  If a family is experiencing 
serious financial hardship and is unable to meet a financial 
deadline, it is requested that they contact the DRE. 
 
Tuition Installments 
Tuition may be paid in three installments.  The first installment 
is due at the time of registration.  The second is due by Octo-
ber 1, 20 14 and the final is due by December 1, 2014.  While 
we do our best to mail statements, it is parent responsibility to 
follow through with their payments on a timely basis.  All fees 
are due at time of registration 
 
Tuition and fees  Parishioner* Non Parishioner 
One child   $270.00 $330.00 
Two children   $330.00 $390.00 
Three plus children   $390.00 $450.00 
 
Book and material   $30.00  
First Holy Communion $40.00 
Confirmation   $60.00 
Bible for grades 6, 7, 8 $20.00 
 
*Must be a St. Patricia parishioner at time of registration.  
 
Tuition is subject to change.  Generally tuition will not be 
changed during the school year. 
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Sacramental Policy for Confirmation 
 
Ordinarily, a student who has attended Reli-
gious Education Classes will begin a  scriptural 
foundation for Confirmation in seventh grade 
and continue in eighth grade.  They usually will 
formally become a candidate in October to re-
ceive the sacrament of Confirmation.  As a Confirmation Candi-
date, the student is expected to show evidence of their commit-
ment to the catholic faith by regular class attendance and partici-
pation and attendance in Sunday Mass.  They will also need to 
perform a certain number of service experiences, research and 
report on a Saint as well as other projects and activities. 
 
 Upon completion of all requirements, the Sacrament of Confir-
mation will be conferred by the Bishop during the second semes-
ter of eighth grade.  Any student that has an excessive absence 
(no more than 3 absences for the year) will defer the sacra-
ment and return for classes the following year.  They are ex-
pected to fulfill all requirements by their designated due date.  A 
student that does not fulfill requirements or does not fulfill re-
quirements on a timely basis (handed in when they are due) will 
defer the sacrament reception for the following year.  They will 
be expected to return for classes as well as fulfill all require-
ments set.   Final judgment is set by the Director.   
 
New students entering the program, which are in the eighth 
grade, will be placed in the seventh grade class. They will be 
confirmed the following year after successful completion as listed 
above of all the requirements in their eighth grade year.  Stu-
dents in high school will be placed in an appropriate class.  Stu-
dents must attend Religious Education for two consecutive 
years. 
 
Students within the program who are preparing for Confirmation, 
parents and sponsors MUST attend meetings and prayer experi-
ences as listed in the calendar as part of their formation process.  
FAILURE TO ATTEND THE APPROPRIATE SACRAMENTAL 
PREPERATION MEETINGS MAY RESULT IN A DELAY IN 
YOUR CHILD’S   RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT.   

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ctrcc.org/images/confirmation.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ctrcc.org/sacraments/confirm.htm&usg=__t5nqcc1AezJbzOqsfByni1w_arc=&h=760&w=793&sz=132&hl=en&start=12&um=1&tbnid=tgWzpWkyn1XyxM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=143&prev=/i


St. Patricia Parish 
Sacramental Policy 

 
Sacramental Policy for First Penance and First Eucharist 
 
It is parish policy that a child must either attend a Catholic school 
or enrolled in a Religious Education program for two (2) consec-
utive years before the Sacrament of Penance (First Reconcilia-
tion/ First Confession) as well as the Sacrament of Holy  Eucha-
rist (First Communion). 
 
Children who are entering the Religious Education Program for 
the first time, but are in second grade or above in the public 
school system, will be placed according to the DRE.  Class at-
tendance is also imperative.  Any child that misses more than 
3 classes will not be eligible to receive their sacraments.  Fi-
nal decision is based upon the judgment of the DRE. 
 
Parents of children preparing to receive First Penance and/ or 
First Eucharist MUST attend sacramental meetings.  The 
Church considers the faith formation of parents an essential ele-
ment of sacramental preparation process of a child.  Please be 
aware that in accordance with the mandate of the Church, NON 
ATTENDANCE AT A SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEET-
ING IS NOT AN OPTION.  It is also important that parent attend-
ance at these meetings is required even if the parent has partici-
pated in sacramental preparation with an older child.    

 
In the event that a parent cannot at-
tend a meeting, an adult substitute 
(grandparent, godparent, relative) 
should attend in the parent’s place.  
FAILURE TO ATTEND THE  
APPROPRIATE SACRAMENTAL 
PREPERATION MEETING WILL 
RESULT IN A DELAY IN YOUR 
CHILD’S FIRST RECEPTION OF 
THE SACRAMENT. 

Families that are experiencing serious financial hardship are to 
call the DRE for an appointment.  No child is denied a religious 
education when a family is experiencing financial difficulties.  
An approved financial form must be on file in the office to 
receive tuition assistance.  This form must be completed yearly.  
Final financial approval is given by the DRE and Pastor.  Finan-
cial Assistance is only be given to parishioners of St. Patri-
cia Parish. 
 
 
 
Priority of admissions 
 
 
In the admission of students to religious education program in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago the order of priority * shall be as follows: 
  

Children of parishioners 
 

**children from families with children already en-
rolled 

**children now reaching school age 
**children transferring from the parish school 
**children from families newly moved into the parish 

 
 

Children of non-parishioners 
 

**children from families with children already en-
rolled 

**children now reaching school 
age 

**other children seeking to enroll 
 
 

*Parish authorities are authorized to 
make discretionary exceptions to these 
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Student Records 
 
Students transferring to the program must present an official record 
of the child’s attendance in another religious education program or 
a Catholic School unless they are entering first grade.    All stu-
dents must have a Baptismal Certificate on file.   
 
If parents are divorced or separated, St. Patricia religious educa-
tion program presumes both parents have access to the child’s 
records unless one parent can provide evidence that he or she has 
the sole right. 
 
Student Transfer and Refunds 
  
Please notify the Religious Education office if a child will not be re-
turning to St. Patricia’s Religious Education program.  Parishioners 
transferring to another parish may request verification of a child’s 
attendance in the St. Patricia Religious Education Program.  Tui-
tion will only be refunded if a student transfers to a new program.  
All student fees are non refundable.  If the student attended any 
classes a partial refund will be given.  There are no tuition refunds 
for non-attendance.     
 
Search and Seizure 
 
We reserve the right to inspect all desks, lockers and other parish 
supplied enclosures.  In addition, we reserve the right to inspect a 
participant’s personal property when there is reasonable belief that 
the individual is violating the rules, regulations and policies of St. 
Patricia’s Religious Education program 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
 
Parents are the primary religious educators for their children.  The 
role of a Catechist is to work with you and help you in your child’s 
religious formation. 
 
In order to accomplish this, it is important to maintain an atmos-
phere in which students can learn.  When a student is  

What to say at  
Confession  

(the “formula”) 
 
 
Walk by Father and sit down.            
(Make the sign of the cross) 
 
Then say: 

Bless me Father, for I 
have sinned.   It has been 

________ since my last  

Confession. 

 

THESE ARE MY SINS:  

Tell your sins to the priest.  
When you are finished, say: 
 

I am sorry for these sins 
and for those I cannot re-

member. 

 
Listen to what Father has to 
say.  Father will say a prayer, 
which is called absolution.  
Make the Sign of the Cross 
when he does.  When you 
leave say: 
 

Thank you, Father. 

Receiving the  
sacrament  

of Reconciliation 
 

There are 4 parts to the  
Rite of Reconciliation 

 
Confession– When you tell the 
priest your sins 
 
Contrition-  When you so you 
are sorry for your sins 
 
Absolution-  The priest, in the 
place of Jesus, forgives you of 
all your sins, even the ones you 
did not confess 
 
Penance– You go and do or 
say what the priest told you to 
absolve you of your sins.   



 Grades 6, 7, & 8 
 

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
  the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the Only Begotten Son of God, 
  born of the Father before all ages. 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, consubstantial  
     with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us men and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
  and by the Holy Spirit 
     was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
          and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified  
         under Pontius Pilate, 
   he suffered death and was buried, 
   and rose again on the third day 
         in accordance with the Scriptures. 
   He ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand  
            of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge  
            the living and the dead 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
    the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is  
    adored and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic  
   and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the  
   forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
   dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

disruptive, valuable class time is lost.  Therefore, the following 
disciplinary procedure will be followed to address the issue of a 
disruptive child: 
 
Step 1 Classroom personnel (Catechist/ Aide) will seek to 

motivate the child in a positive manner to self 
discipline 

 
Step 2 Classroom personnel will speak privately with the 

child, agree on an action plan, record progress, and 
inform DRE 

 
Step 3 Classroom personnel will contact the DRE and the 

parents will be informed 
 
Step 4 If necessary, the Catechist, DRE, and parents will 

have a conference about the situation. 
 
Children may move within the building often during a class 
session (music, church, fire drill, etc.)  For their safety, we do not 
allow footwear with wheels.  Catechists will guide children 
through the hallways in a quiet, orderly manner at all times to 
respect those children in every classroom. 
 
All children should dress appropriately for weather so that they 
may be able to sit comfortably inside, outside or walking from 
church to the school building.  All clothing should be neat and 
within bounds of good taste.  T-shirts with offensive language or 
pictures as well as revealing clothing are not acceptable.   
 
All children must remove hats upon entering the church and 
school building.  All students will be asked to remove their jackets 
upon entering the classroom. 
 
Excessive jewelry (multiple earrings or rings, body jewelry, or 
large necklaces) may be a distraction to the class and to the 
student themselves.  Students may be asked to remove jewelry 
and turn the jewelry into the office for safe keeping.  Jewelry will 
be returned at the end of class.   
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St. Patricia Religious Education Program is a GUM-FREE facility.  
Please help us enforce this rule.  Eating and drinking are also not 
permitted in the school building.  An exception may occur to this 
policy at the discretion of the director for birthday or feast day 
celebrations or for a special class treat.  It is a parents 
responsibility to notify their child’s teacher with all allergies. 
 

Parish Property 
 
Students must be respectful of parish property as well as the 
personal property of St. Patricia School students.  As a matter of 
responsibility, students are expected to exercise basic care for the 
classrooms and supplies provided.  In addition, respect for parish 
property and parish buildings is expected at all times.  Any student 
found guilty of stealing, destroying property, or damaging buildings 
on parish grounds WILL BE DISMISSED FROM THE PROGRAM.  
Parents will be required to make other arrangements for the 
religious formation of the offending students.  Parents will also be 
held accountable to the cost in fixing all damage. 
 
In addition, students should not bring personal items from home 
(CD players, toys, etc.)  Students should not carry cash to class.  
THE PROGRAM IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR  LOST 
PERSONAL ITEMS OR LOST CASH PAYMENTS. 
 

Cell Phones and Cell Phone Usage 
 
We recognize the popularity of cell phones and understand that 
many parents require their child to carry a cell phone for safety 

reasons.  Though we permit cell phones in our 
buildings, cell phone must remain OFF and be 
stored in a student’s pocket or purse 
throughout their time on the premises.  
Permission may be granted to use a cell phone 
in the office area in order to contact a parent.   
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Grade 4 
 

Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father al-
mighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
   our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand 
   of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge 
   the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy Catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
    and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Grade 5 

Prayer of Saint Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
O divine Master, grant that I may 
not so 
much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are par-
doned, 
it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life. 
Amen. 

Grade 3 

Hail, Holy Queen 

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy,  
hail, our life, our sweetness, and 
our hope.  
To you we cry, the children of Eve;  
to you we send up our sighs,  
mourning and weeping in this land 
of exile.  
Turn, then, most gracious advo-
cate,  
your eyes of mercy toward us;  
lead us home at last and show us  
the blessed fruit of your womb,  
Jesus: O clement, O loving, O 
sweet Virgin Mary. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://caise07.idi.ntnu.no/gifs/cellphone.gif&imgrefurl=http://caise07.idi.ntnu.no/practical_info.php&usg=__2qNlhiwJHbdpv1n2b4KOlQUYWQY=&h=360&w=334&sz=36&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=xT9wMZ61r7KFCM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=112&prev=/


Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with you! 
Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of 
    your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 

Grade 2 
 

Act of Contrition 

My God,  
I am sorry for my sins with  
    all my heart.  
In choosing to do wrong  
and failing to do good,  
I have sinned against you  
whom I should love above  
    all things.  
I firmly intend, with your help,  
to do penance,  
to sin no more,  
and to avoid whatever  
    leads me to sin.   Amen. 
Amen. 

Prayers 
 

These are the prayers your child needs to 
know.  They are listed by grade level.  

Please continuously practice these with  
your child.   

Grade 1 
 

Sign of the Cross 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Our Father 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as 
    it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who 
    trespass against us; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 

Glory Be to the Father 

Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning 
is now, and ever shall be 
world without end. 
Amen. 

Grace Before Meals  

Bless us, O Lord, and these  
thy gifts, which we are about 
to receive from thy bounty,  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Attendance 
 
We expect our students to attend and be on time for every class.  
If your child will be late for any reason, the Religious Education 
Program  should be notified at 708-599-1221 or by e-mail at 
reled@stpatriciaparish.com before the class begins.  In this 
time of uncertainty, this is an important procedure- DO NOT 
NEGLECT IT!   
 
If it is necessary for a parent to bring a child to class after the 
class has begun or to pick a child up early, he or she must report 
to the Religious Education office first. 
 
For your child’s safety, please be prompt when dropping off or 
picking up your child(ren).   
 
Class attendance is consistently recorded by the Religious 
Education office.  Frequent absences or a pattern of 
inconsistency in attendance may result in the Director’s request 
for a consultation with the student’s parent or guardian.  
Generally, any absence during the summer course will call into 
question a child’s ability to remain in the program at the current 
level.  Any absences will call into question a child’s eligibility 
to participate in sports sponsored by the St. Patricia Athletic 
Association.   
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Cell phones that are not stored and are taken out during class will 
be confiscated by the catechist and turned into the office.  Par-
ents will be required to personally claim any cell phones from the 
Director that have been confiscated.   
 
Students with camera phones should be aware that the taking of 
photographs without permission may be regarded as an invasion 
of another student’s personal privacy.  Thus, camera phone us-
age during class time is strictly prohibited. 



Supervision 
 
No supervision is provided before and after classes. 
 
Parking Lot Procedure 
 
Extreme caution is advised when 
entering and leaving the parking lot.  
THERE IS NO PARKING ON EITHER 
SIDE OF 86

th
 AVENUE OR IN THE 

ENTRANCE AND EXIT DRIVEWAYS 
OF THE PARKING LOT.  No children 
are to be dropped off or picked up on 
86

th
  Avenue.  If a person, other than the 

parent, will be picking up a child, it is the parent responsibility 
to make sure the person picking up is aware our dismissal 
procedure.    
 

Please use caution and watch for 
children when moving in the parking 

lot at all times. 
 

 

Student drop off and dismissal 
 
All classes begin in church unless told otherwise.  Students 
may be dropped off at the driveway by the Church’s South 
entrance.  All children in grades 5-8 will be dismissed from 
the main doors of the school.  It is asked that doorways are 
not blocked for students to safely walk.  Children in grades 1 
through 4 must be picked up by a parent, parent delegate or 
older sibling.   
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Severe Weather/ Unseen Circumstances 
 
In the case of severe weather or other unseen circum-
stances and classes need to be cancelled, you will be 
reached by our SchoolReach automated calling system.  
It is the parents obligation to make sure that we have the 
correct updated phone number to be reached on.  Any 
classes missed may need to be rescheduled and 
made up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Called to Protect for Youth and Young Children 
 
Children, even very young children, can keep them-
selves safe if they have the information that they need.  
One of the best ways to help young children protect 
themselves against sexual abuse is to teach them about 
boundaries:  what boundaries are, what to do when 
someone violates those boundaries, and how to tell a 
trusted adult when that happens.  As part of the Called to 
Protect series, Called to Protect is designed to prevent 
the abuse of children by giving them certain skills and by 
facilitating conversations between children and adults 
about keeping safe.  Please speak with your child’s 
teacher as to when they will present this to your child.  
Parents are welcome to view the materials at any time.  
Please contact the Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


