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HISTORY OF ST PATRICIA PARISH 

  The city of Hickory Hills was founded after World War II.  A Catholic 

parish was necessary to meet the spiritual needs of the people and so 

Albert Cardinal Meyer appointed Rev Thomas V Brody as pastor of this 

still-unnamed faith community on June 15, 1959.  Father Brody assumed 

his duties as the new pastor and celebrated the first Mass on July 12, 

1959 at Dorn School on 92nd Street. 

  By now the faith community consisted of 265 families and by late Sep-

tember 1959 Cardinal Meyer officially named the Catholic Parish “St Pa-

tricia Church” and set its boundaries from Harlem to La Grange Road 

and 79th Street to 103rd Street.  A temporary rectory was established in 

a home at 9115 S. 87th Avenue where the priests lived and where Mass 

was being celebrated.  By this time the Archdiocese had secured a twen-

ty acre piece of property near 91st and Cork Avenues from the Grotz 

Family where the church would be built.  The groundbreaking ceremony 

for the new church took place on February 21, 1960 and the structure 

was completed in April 1961. 

  A school building was erected and housed thirteen classrooms, a hall, 

and temporary living accommodations for the Sisters of the Holy Family 

of Nazareth who had agreed to staff the new school.  

  Parish life flourished and by 1965 St Patricia boasted 750 registered 

families and 675 students.  Because of the overflowing school registra-

tion, in November 1967 the parish was forced to rent nine mobile class-

rooms and build a convent for the Sisters.   Today 13 priests and semi-

narians who are members of The Legionaries of Christ live in the con-

vent; many of them teach at Everest Academy in Lemont, IL. In 1977 a 

new rectory was built for the priests. 

  As the school enrollment continued to climb, so too did the Religious 

Education Program.   An addition to the school was built in 1978, which 

also included a new Religious Education office.  Meanwhile the church 

building which was meant as a temporary structure that could easily be 

converted to eight more classrooms became the permanent church. 

  After Post-Vatican II, which stressed the involvement of the laity, many 

opportunities opened for service and liturgical ministries.  Norbert 

Weitendorf and Charles Keegan were ordained as lay deacons and today 

still continue their work in the parish community.   

  In 1986 a portion of St Patricia’s property was sold to pay for a new 

Parish Center which included a full gym and large stage.  It is being put  

to good use by school sports programs and other parish functions.   

THE TEEN GROUP provides oppor-
tunities for high school age teens to 
grow spiritually together through 
worship, friendship and service to 
others.   The teens actively partici-
pate in a monthly teen mass and an 
annual Mission Trip to provide a week 

of service helping those less fortunate in other parts of 
the country.  It also provides opportunities for differ-
ent social activities, including a summer softball league. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
  UPCOMING MINISTRIES We are looking for help 
    with ministries that we would like to start at  
    St. Patricia Parish.  These ministries include:      
   Couples Baptism Preparation 
    Polish Social Club   
    Bereavement Ministry 
    Marriage Coordinator   
 
 
 

If you have a new ministry idea that you would like to 
see at St. Patricia,  please let us know at our Welcoming 

Weekend! 



ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION sponsors a 
wide range of sports programs and extra-
curricular athletic activities for the stu-
dents of St. Patricia and its Religious Educa-
tion program. Depending on the program, 
students can join a sports activity as early 

as Kindergarten! Dues and uniform fees are required. 
Coaches and assistant coaches must complete the Arch-
diocese of Chicago mandated Virtus program and submit a 
background check.  For more information on our sports 
programs email  Mr. Jay McGowan at 
www.jmcgowan@stpatriciaparish.com 
 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
provides Religious Education for people of 
all ages!  . “The family is, so to speak, the 
domestic Church.  In it parents should, by 
their word and example, be the first 
preachers of the faith to their chil-
dren”  (Vatican II The Church #11).   Re-
ligious Education classes assist parents in their role of 
raising Catholic children.  Grades 6, 7, & 8 have classes 
on Tuesday evenings and Early Childhood through grade 5 
takes place on Wednesday evenings.  Children in second 
grade are prepared to receive the sacraments of Recon-
ciliation and First Communion. Students in eighth grade 
are prepared for Confirmation. Catechists and aides (age 
18 and up) are always needed.  No teaching experience 
necessary.  Meetings take place to help new Catechists.   
Various other volunteers are needed to assist in the of-
fice and parking lot.   
   Volunteers are also needed for our annual Vacation Bi-
ble School.  “VBS” takes place the last full week of June.  
Every year these is a new theme where children have a 
fun filled week learning about God through various sto-
ries, skits, games, crafts, songs and even snacks!  
    
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES delivers 
food all year round to the needy in 
the area. Volunteers help assemble and  
deliver the food baskets. A Christmas 
“Adopt a Family” program is also held for  
our sharing parish, St. Agatha’s, as well  
as our own community.  

MINISTRY OF CARE  brings the 
Eucharist to the ill in their homes 
and leads a weekly prayer service and 
a monthly Mass at the Nursing Home.  
A 12 hour training session is available 

in the Fall or Spring.  Members must have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults).  This program provides instruction 
and formation for adults over the age of 18 
who are preparing for Baptism in the Roman 
Catholic Church at the Easter services.   

It is also for Baptized Catholics who have not received the 
remaining sacraments of initiation:   First Communion and 
Confirmation.  Sessions take place on Tuesday evenings.  
Volunteers are always needed to help mentor/ sponsor a 
candidate as they make this Sacramental journey. 

SPRED PROGRAM is dedicated to devel-
opmentally-challenged adults.  They meet 
in sessions that include social interaction, 
prayer, and group work. Special skills and 
some education are necessary for this 
ministry. Training is provided. Interaction 
takes place on a one-on-one basis, as a 
catechist is paired with a “special friend.” 

ADULT EDUCATION  
COMMISSION 



LITURGY AND SPIRITUAL LIFE  
COMMISSION 

ALTAR SERVERS  (Acolytes ) serve at the 
altar during the Eucharist (Mass) and other 
scheduled liturgical rituals.  Children must 
be in fifth grade or older and training is 
necessary.  Adult servers are also needed 
for Mass at 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 7:00 a.m. 

on Sunday, and 8:30 Mass on Saturday morning . The 
adults will be chosen by the pastor. 

USHERS provide “hospitality” as 
they welcome churchgoers to  
Sunday Mass.  They also assist in 
taking up the collection, seating 
worshippers, and generally  
maintaining order during services. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS distribute the 
Eucharist to the community during Mass as 
Ministers of the Cup or the Host.  Ministers 
are mandated after completing the training 
program which is offered several times dur-
ing the year. Members must have received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

LECTORS proclaim the Scripture  
readings and lead the Prayers of the 
Faithful during Mass. Training sessions 
are offered several times  during the 
year.  

ST. PATRICIA PARENTS CLUB fosters 
good will and communication among stu-
dents, parents, staff, and parishioners. 
The following committee goals guide the 
organization’s activities: 
 

*  To provide opportunities for parents and staff to 
work  together for the good of the children     
*  To strengthen the Catholic faith through the celebra-
tion of family liturgies 
*  To raise funds through Parent Club sponsored events 
 To increase opportunities for social interaction with-

in our parish and school community 
 To provide volunteer opportunities for parents and 

parishioners: i.e. library, supervising school lunches, 
helping at special foods Monday, assisting with spe-
cial events such as room parties and field trips, fund 
raising events like Bunco, special assemblies, Christ-
mas Lights festival, Soup Night, the play, etc. 

 
LIL BOBCATS welcomes toddlers to 
experience a classroom  before pre-
school. Toddlers and their care givers 
come to the program on Thursdays at 
9:30. They play, sing, create a pro-
ject. Once a month they play in the 
gym. It is a fun introduction to the 
school environment. There is no charge. 
 
 

STUDENT GARDEN CLUB encourages 
the school children to learn first hand 
about planting and maintaining a garden. 
These students and supervising adults 
plant gardens, landscape the grounds, and 
maintain container gardens in and around 
the school and church grounds. 

 
 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  (San        
Salvador Archangel Council 282)  is an       
organization/order of men dedicated to 
the teaching and mission of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  First instituted by Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney in New Haven, CT, 

this ministry of men is active in parishes around the 
world promoting family and youth programs that         
reinforce Catholic values. Meetings take place monthly 
in St. Patricia’s school hall.   
 

YOUTH SERVICES COMMISSION 
 

BOY SCOUTS meet twice a month;  meetings 
take place in the school hall.  They follow the 
Scouts’ Charter as to badges and awards and 
community     activities.   
 

ST. PATRICIA SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT AND MAR-
KETING COMMITTEE  is looking for school and parish 
individuals interested in sharing their talents to be a 

part of St. Patricia School's fu-
ture.  This would include working on 
the Annual School Fund, Oktober-
fest, and marketing to increase the 
visibility of St. Patricia in the commu-
nity.  For more information, please 

send inquiries to school office. 
 

 
ST. PATRICIA TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE will ex-
plore the use of technology in our school and parish. In-
dividuals will assess the status of the 
technology currently in use and work to 
keep technology up to date in the future. 
An interest and knowledge of technology is 
useful. 
 
 
 

DEACON CHARLEY’S MONTHLY 
PRAYER SERVICE meet in Church on 
the First Friday at 7:00 pm from Sep-
tember until Lent. During the service; 
Scripture readings, a homily, music and 
prayer intentions are offered.   

              (St. Anthony cells, St. Patricia Par-
ish and part of “The World Apostate of Fatima”)
conducts a Holy Hour every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in 
Church as well as a first Saturday devotion every first 
Saturday at 8:00 a.m. in Church. The Rosary is prayed 

every Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day after 8:30 A.M. Mass. On Christ-
mas Day a special Birthday visit is 
held in Church at 7:30 pm. Periodically 
on the first Sunday of the month a 
Catholic movie is shown in the Gather-
ing Space of Church at 7:00 p.m. Our 
purpose is to learn, love and spread 

the message of Fatima. Open to all ages.  

PRAYER LINE  Members 
pray at home for the in-
tentions that are written 
in our prayer intention 
book in our Church’s Gathering Space.  Intentions will be 
emailed to you every month.  



MUSIC MINISTRY has musical 
opportunities available for singers 
and instrumentalists. We offer a  
variety of choirs:  Youth Choir, 
Youth Melody Chimers, Teen Choir, 
Praise Choir, Formal Choir, and Hand 
bell Choir.  We also have a cantor program for leaders 
of song.  Rehearsals are necessary for this ministry, but 
no previous musical experience is required. 

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

 
                GARDEN CLUB maintains the beautiful  
                   outdoor gardens around our parish grounds: 
                   mainly planting, watering and monitoring  
                   plants, flowers, and shrubs.  Sprinkling,  
                   heavy lifting or grass-cutting (handled by  
                  the maintenance staff) are not required. 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY is open to all 
adult men in the parish as a social and 
spiritual society. Members assist the 
parish in raising funds by sponsoring 
annual events like the Lenten Fish Fry 
and the annual Super Bowl Party (now 
in its 30th year).  Monthly business 
meetings with food and fellowship ( 1st 
Wednesday of each month) are held.  
 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY promotes 
fellowship by connecting our parishion-
ers with each other.  When hosting 
events, the members  organize, pre-
pare, host, and provide food and/ or 
refreshments for the parishioners af-
ter Sunday Liturgies.  

 
 PARISH LIFE AND STEWARDSHIP  

COMMISSION 
 
NURSING HOME BINGO MINISTRY pro-
vides bingo parties for the residents of 
Hickory Hills & Palos Hills Nursing Homes 
once a month. Donated gifts are given as 
prizes.  
 

TROOP MINISTRY supports over 1 00 
units and 60 chaplains with items for their 
comfort and religious items for their spir-
itual needs. The group meets once a month 
on every third Tuesday at the HH Communi-
ty Center where boxes are packed with 

items for the troops in combat areas. We hold a dona-
tion drive on Memorial Day Weekend and a Christmas 
card signing on Veterans Day Weekend. Our goal is to 
make sure our men and women in uniform who are in 
harms way know that the people back home are behind 
them.  
 
SENIOR CITIZEN CLUB meets at noon on 
the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month at the Hickory Hills  Community Cen-
ter for a brief meeting followed by business and re-
freshments.  Some trips are taken to plays and local 
events. Seasonal parties are included in the entertain-
ment. Minimal dues are paid each year. 

 
WELCOMING COMMITTEE  greets new 
parishioners and shares our parish with 
them. We show our parish’s Catholic spir-
ituality, mission, and current ministries to 
help them learn more about our Par-
ish.  We will be the first people to wel-

come all new parishioners to St. Patricia Parish and send 
them off to a great start!   
 
 
 


